FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION

The Soviet Trade Unions are powerful in the Councils of the
State; no important decision is made or law promulgated without
their active participation in its preparation, and at the same time
they are certainly no less representative of all those who work
by hand and brain than are the Trade Unions of other countries.
Most of the funds raised by the Trade Unions from members'
subscriptions are used by them for cultural educational work
among their members, the organization of clubs, libraries, physical
culture centres, Red Corners in enterprises, running of news-
papers and journals. They also use their funds to assist trade
unionists in various ways when necessary, etc.

The members of the various governing bodies of the Trade
Unions are now elected by secret ballot. It is interesting to note
that of the members elected to the factory workshop committees
in 1937-38, nearly 80 per cent were non-party people; 27 per
cent of those elected were women. Of the members elected to
the Central Committees of the various Trade Unions, 33*4 per
cent were non-party people, 25 per cent of the total elected being
women.
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